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SUBJECT: ERTS TRAINING IN GABON 

REF: DEJARNETTE LETTER OF OCTOBER 21. 

1. EARTH SATELLITE CORPORATION'S JACK PALGEN ADVISES HE 
STILL AWAITING LETTER OF COMMITMENT FROM GOG FOR TRAINING 
AGREEMENT. NO PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE SINCE LEVIN-DEJARNETTE 
MEETING IN AUGUST. ESC STILL INTERESTED IN PURSUING AGRE- 
EMENT AND WOULD WELCOME ANY EFFORT BY EMBASSY TO DETERMINE 
CURRENT THINKING IN MIN. OF MINES AND ENERGY. ACCORDING 

TO PALGEN, ALL DETAILS OF AGREEMENT HAVE BEEN WORKED OUT 
AND ALL THAT REMAINS IS DESIGNATION OF STARTING DATE BY 
GOG, ALONG WITH ADVANCE PAYMENT OF FUNDS. 

2. ANOTHER BOTTLENECK IS GOG'S FAILURE SO FAR, IN SIGNING 
AGREEMENT WITH NASA FOR USE OF ERTS DATA. NASA FOR- 
WARDED PROVISIONS OF PARTICIPATION FOR GOG'S SIGNATURE ON 
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SATELLITE CORPORATION IS GOG'S AGENT IN DEALING WITH NASA, 
BUT AGREEMENT MUST BE SIGNED BY GOG. 

3. WITH REGARD TO NASA PROVISIONS OF PARTICIPATION, 

TIME IS BECOMING IMPORTANT FACTOR. IN ESSENCE, NASA IS 


HOLDING OPEN A SEGMENT OF ITS SATELLITE CAPACITY PENDING 
GABON'S DECISION TO USE IT. DEMAND FROM OTHER COUNTRIES, 
PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA, IS GROWING AND NASA WILL BE UNABLE 
TO RESERVE CAPACITY FOR GABON MUCH LONGER IN ABSENCE OF 
POSITIVE RESPONSE FROM GOG. 

4. REQUEST EMBASSY CONVEY SUBSTANCE OF ABOVE TO GOG, AND 
ADVISE RESULTS (FYI - ESC FEELS GOG HAS ALL INFO AT HAND 
NOW FOR DECISION WHETHER TO PROCEED WITH IMPLEMENTATION 
OF AGREEMENT, AND SEES NO UTILITY IN FURTHER VISIT AT 

THIS TIME. END FYI). IN ADDITION, NASA REQUESTS POSITIVE 
INDICATION FROM GOG AS TO WHETHER IT INTENDS SIGN PROVI 
SIONS OF PARTICIPATION. 

5. ESC THANKS EMBASSY FOR ITS INTEREST AND INITIATIVE. 
KISSINGER 
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